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State Route 89 in Savannah, NY, approximately 
1.5 miles north of the Hamlet of Savannah. For 
details, visit http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma.
htm, call 315.365.3588, or e-mail montezuma@
audubon.org. Now in its second century, Audubon 
is dedicated to protecting birds and other wildlife 
and the habitat that supports them. Our national 
network of community-based nature centers and 
chapters, scientific and educational programs, and 
advocacy on behalf of areas sustaining important 
bird populations, engage millions of people of 
all ages and backgrounds in conservation. www.
audubon.org The Montezuma Audubon Center is 
a State-owned facility operated through a coop-
erative agreement between the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation and 
the National Audubon Society. #   #   # . 
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Navy and a local FAA Certified flight instructor. 
His goal was to educate and most of all insure 
safety in the air. Jack had a hand in publishing 
with a column in the EAA Flight Advisor and a 
book of his memoirs of earlier days. A few of the 
local member have read his book “No Two Alike” 
and highly recommend as a good read. Few copies 
were published and there is a copy available on a 
readers list through the local chapter.

His first Personal Solo was at least one of his 
most memorable memories and he just cannot un-
derstand why everyone does not fly. Briggs career 
was inspired by two renaissance men of aviation 
Charles Lindbergh for the first solo airplane flight 
across the Atlantic Ocean from NY on 20 May 

By Cheryl Schoonmaker
The Annual EAA (Experiment Aircraft As-

sociation) Chapter 1017 Dinner at the Old Erie 
was well attended and well remembered by the 
local chapter’s members. Guest speakers Richard 
Forger and Charlie Tyler, and Jack Briggs held the 
members captivated with many stories and experi-
ences of yesterdays.  

Prior hanger owner, Richard Forger first took 
to flight in 44’ before the he went to services un-
der the GI bill in 49’. After the service he raised 
five children which kept him busy for many years. 
Later after the children had grown he took flight 
once again and his passion for the airplane not only 
put him up in the air but also led him into rebuild-
ing junked aircrafts like the Tiger Moths, J-3 Cub, 
J-5, TA-12, L-5, L-6, to name a few. He also built 
Ultrlights and was the local dealer for Challenger 
Ultralight Aircraft for several years.

Charlie Tyler is a local aircraft antiatheist that 
has fabricated Ultralight. His current projects are 
a Challenger and a P51 Mustang scaled down to 
about half size. 

Jack Briggs is a former Navy pilot who flew 
for 62 years and a former flight instructor for the 

Contact: Chris Lajewski 
Education Manager
Montezuma Audubon Center
(315) 365-3588 
Savannah, NY, April 8, 2011 –Celebrate the 

diversity of life at Montezuma and around the globe 
during Montezuma Audubon Center’s 5th Annual 
Wildlife Festival on Saturday, May 7 from 10:00 
AM – 3:00 PM. Activities throughout the day will 
focus on “Wing Spanning the Globe” highlight-
ing the significance of birds and other wildlife 
on Earth and how all life is connected to them. 
Enjoy live birds of prey, kids games and activi-
ties, live music, BBQ and desserts, a chance to win 
raffles and prizes, hiking and canoeing, a farmer’s 
market, wildlife exhibitors and much more!  The 
Montezuma Audubon Center is located at 2295 

First Chicken BBQ 
of the Season

Pungent fragrance of char-cooked chicken 
– didn’t we all dream that the snow would melt 
SOMEDAY and BBQ season start. Weedsport 
Methodist Church will be hosting their annual 
Chicken BBQ on Saturday, April 30.  The menu: 
chicken, salt potatoes, applesauce, rolls and won-
derful homemade desserts. Prices are reasonable 
and affordable – adults $4.75 and children $4. 
Hours are 12-4 at the church on 2744 East Brutus 
Street.  

GENEALOGY 
CORNER

We have had a number of requests for a ‘his-
tory’ column and from folks trying to find ances-
tors or links.  We will try this for awhile to see if it 
fills a need for our readers. Feel free to submit or 
answer at llincoln@tds.net or mail to Joni Lincoln, 
10376 State Route 38, Port Byron, NY 13140.

Mr. Wayne Cramer in Michigan is trying to 
find the children of:

Jeremiah and Mariah (Purcell) Cramer
(Retia, Reta, Larriet, Lorett?) Cramer and 

Frank Jones (father possibly a blacksmith in Cato)
Sarah D. (Cramer) and John C. Hoskins (of 

Jordan)
Ida Cramer and Emory VanWie
Ceila T. Cramer and Franklin D. Smith
Also John Bouma from Missouri is looking 

for information on James Schoonmaker who mar-
ried Alice Jetty in Montezuma and John Jetty who 
married Mary Nye Jetty.  
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Galina (Halia) Hawuczyk
PORT BYRON - Galina (Halia) Hawuczyk, 

42, of Port Byron, died Friday, March 11, 2011 at 
SUNY Upstate Medical Center, Syracuse, sur-
rounded by her loving family, following a valiant 
four-year battle with cancer. Halia was a native of 
the Ukraine, one of three children born to Julia 
and the late Stephan Kravets and resided in the 
Auburn area since 1993. She was employed by 
McQuay International. She was a communicant 
of SS. Peter & Paul Church and a member of the 
Sicz Club. She volunteered her time for many of 
her children’s activities. She is survived by her 
husband, Harry W. Hawuczyk, of Port Byron; 
her three children, Tetyana (Tanya) and Marika 
Kobylnyak and Gregory Hawuczyk, at home; her 
mother, Julia Kravets; and brothers Andrej and 
Sergei, both of the Ukraine. Also surviving are 
her in-laws, Harry and Mary Hawuczyk and her 
brother- and sister-in-law, Jerry and Shery Hawuc-
zyk. Funeral services for Galina were at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, from the Plis Funeral Home and at 9:30 
a.m. in SS. Peter & Paul Church. Burial was in St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery. Friends were invited to call be-
tween 4 and 7 p.m. Monday, at the funeral home, 
220 State St., Auburn. Contributions may be made 
to an educational scholarship for Gregory, in care 
of Tanya Kobylnyak, 1856 Hayden Road, Port By-
ron, 13021.

William C. Hayes
PORT BYRON - Wil-

liam C. Hayes, 64, of How-
land Island Road, Port By-
ron, passed away Wednes-
day, March 16, 2011, at 
his home. Bill was born in 
Auburn, the son of Leland 
and Edith Nolan Hayes. He 
was a veteran of Vietnam, 
serving his country in the 

US Army. He enjoyed camping 
and his faithful dog, Sugar. He is 
survived by his wife of 38 years, 
Shirley Forbes Hayes; brother, 
Floyd (Brenda) Hayes, of Pu-
laski; nephews and nieces, Jay 
Hayes, Jenny Hayes, Joe Hayes, 
Alissa Balcom, Butch Miner, 
Steven Miner, Leeann Miner; 
Godchildren, Krissy Dimura, 
John Henery, Samatha Gould, 
Sara Workman and Alica Work-
man. He was predeceased by a 
brother, Ronnie Hayes; and a sis-
ter, Kathy Miner. Friends called 
2 to 5 p.m, Sunday, March 20, at 
the Audioun Funeral Home, 218 
Main St., Port Byron. Funeral 
services were 11 a.m. Monday, 
March 21, from the funeral home. 
Spring burial will be in Pine Hill 
Cemetery with military honors. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
to Port Byron Ambulance Fund, 
PO Box 367, Port Byron, N.Y. 
13140.

Clementine C. Helmer
PORT BYRON - Clemen-

tine C. Helmer, 98, formerly of 
Port Byron, died Sunday, April 
3, 2011. No calling hours or fu-
neral service in accordance with 
her request. Contributions to 
Our Lady of the Snow Parish, 
Hamilton Street, Weedsport, NY 
13166.

Ruth H. Magee
PORT BYRON - Ruth H. Magee, 69, of Utica 

Street, Port Byron, passed away Friday, March 
25, 2011, at Auburn Memorial Hospital. Ruth was 
born in Auburn, the daughter of Harry Raines and 
Elsie Langworthy. She enjoyed crocheting and 
reading. Her life was spending time with her lov-
ing grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She 
is survived by her husband of 48 years, Charles 
Magee Sr.; daughter, Lacey (Scott) Linder, sons, 
Charles H. (Chuck) Magee Jr. and Douglas (Anna) 
Magee; grandchildren, Amanda Linder, Joseph 
Linder, Jessica Magee, Deanna Rio, Hali Rio, An-
thony Rio, David Magee, Kevin Smith and Jessica 
(Adam) Doty; great-grandchildren, Scottie Lynn 
Linder, Emily Grace Stanford, Brianna Alexis 
Doty and Ashlyn Claire Doty; an Aunt Ida (Peg) 
(Fred) Groot; and sister-in-law Marie Squires and 
children. She was predeceased by her parents; in-
laws, Herbert and Lillian Magee; daughter, Sherri 
Lynn Magee; sister, Sara Vitello; nieces and neph-
ews, Carmen, Michael, Francis, Harry, Joseph 
and James Vitello. There were no calling hours. 
Funeral services were held at the convenience of 
the family. In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to the Port Byron Fire Department, P.O. 
Box 367, Port Byron, N.Y. 13140. Audioun Funeral 
Home, 218 Main St., Port Byron, has been entrust-
ed with the arrangements. 

Bob McNeilly
SOUTH BUTLER - Bob McNeilly, 83, passed 

away Monday, April 4, 2011, at St. Ann’s in Roch-
ester. Bob was born in Pulaski, the son of Ray-
mond and Frances McNeilly. The family moved to 
Victory in 1934. Bob moved his family to South 
Butler in 1958 after farming for years on the home 
dairy farm in Victory. He worked for the Emery 
and Donald Bailey Logging Company, Grange 
Silo Company, and retired from Wayne County 
Highway Department after 25 years. In 1965, he 
established McNeilly Well Drilling. He enjoyed 
square dancing, attending local stock car races, 
auctions and tractor shows. He was a member of 
several antique tractor clubs and organizations. 
Bob is survived by his wife of 60 years, Catherine 
(Richardson); two sons, Dennis (Kevi) and Dale 
(Kimberly); a special cousin, Rhoda Thibault,of 
California; four grandchildren, Craig (Joanne), 
Carissa, Amanda and Megan; and one great-
grandchild, Hazel McNeilly. He was predeceased 
by his parents, Raymond and Frances McNeilly. 
At his request there were no calling hours or ser-
vices. A private service for the family was held at 
a later date. Contributions may be made in Bob’s 
memory to the South Butler Fire Department or 
a charity of your choice. Becker-Keyror Funeral 
Home, Red Creek is in charge of arrangements.

Frances M. Park
AUBURN - Frances M. Park, 72, of Auburn, 

formerly of Port Byron, passed away at home on 
Sunday, March 27, 2011. Mrs. Park was born in 
Clifton Springs, the daughter of Alfonso and Em-
ily Bankert. She was a member of the Newark 
VFW Auxiliary, Palmyra Moose Club and the SK 
Post Auxiliary of Auburn. She loved to find knick-
knacks at yard sales and antique shows. She and 
her husband ran a local newspaper routing compa-
ny and managed many properties including some 
bar-restaurant businesses in the area. They were 
the last owners of the Weedsport Hotel. She is 
survived by her husband of 54 years, Irwin Park; 
and many friends. There were no calling hours. A 
memorial service was 2 p.m. Thursday from the 
Audioun Funeral Home, 218 Main St., Port Byron. 
Contributions to Hospice of the Finger Lakes, 1130 
Corporate Drive, Auburn, NY 13021.

Cathy Cline
AUBURN - Cathy Cline, 58, of Auburn, 

died Monday, March 21, 2011. Surrounded by the 
love of her family and friends, Cathy died peace-
fully at her Easterly Avenue home. Born October 
19, 1952 in Bradford, Pa., Cathy was the daugh-
ter of the late Ruby Carter and Willard Cline of 
Pennsylvania. She had been employed as a store 
manager with Shehadi Oriental Rugs of Syracuse 
for more than 20 years. Cathy treasured life, cher-
ished her friends and family and loved the time 
she spent vacationing on the ocean. Cathy is sur-
vived by her two daughters, Alissa Cline and her 
fiancee, Charles Marks, and Jessie Walsh with 
Kevin Schafer; her children’s father Brian Walsh, 
all of Auburn; her father and stepmother, Willard 
and Joyce Cline, of Bradford, Pa.; three sisters, 
Mary Jo (Edward) Szewczyk, of Erie, Pa., Susan 
White, of Fulton, and Terri Ann (Donald) Schrub, 
of New Hampshire; two brothers, Mark (Amber) 
Cline and William (Brenda) Cline, all of Bradford, 
Pa.; several nieces and nephews. Friends were in-
vited to call on the family from 1 to 3:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday at White Chapel Funeral Home, 197 
South St., Auburn. Calling hours were followed by 
a brief service at 3:30 p.m. Funeral services and 
burial were in Bradford, Pa. on Friday at Hollen-
beck Funeral Home.

Robert Dunn
CONQUEST - Robert Dunn, 74, of Route 38, 

Conquest died Tuesday, March 8, 2011. Calling 
hours 4 to 7 p.m., March 11, at the Audioun Funeral 
Home, 218 Main St., Port Byron. Funeral services 
followed at 7 p.m. from the funeral home. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions to Hospice of the Fin-
ger Lakes, 1130 Corp. Drive, Auburn, NY 13021.
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Celia ‘Diggie’ Powers
PORT BYRON - Ce-

lia ‘Diggie’ Powers, 82, of 
Port Byron, passed away 
Tuesday, March 29, 2011, at 
Auburn Memorial Hospital, 
after a brief illness. Celia 
was born on May 5, 1928 
in a tent in Jasper, N.Y. She 
was the daughter of Fred 
and Sophie Burton Peters. 
She was devout to her inter-

est in Bible study. She enjoyed sewing and mak-
ing quilts and was a devoted, loving and caring 
mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. She 
was very proud of her family. She is survived by 
sons, Ronald (Donna) Powers, Spencer (Laura) 
Powers, a daughter, Victoria (Marvin) King, all of 
Port Byron; a sister, Elizabeth ‘Georgie’ Dennis, 
of Port Byron; a brother, Joseph (Glenna) Kenny, 
of Sarasota, Fla.; grandchildren, George Powers, 
Lisa Powers, Tara Powers, Mike Powers, Justin 
King, Marvin S. King and Tyler King; great-
grandchildren, Colby Smith, Dallas Smith, Taylor 
Smith, Lucas Powers, Alice Merckel and Randy 
David; also several nieces and nephews. She had 
many devoted friends, and Nan King and Bonnie 
Smith were very close to her. She was predeceased 
by sisters, Sophie Shoemaker and Juanita Burgett; 
and a niece, Celia Dennis. Friends were invited to 
call from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, April 1, 
from the Audioun Funeral Home, 218 Main St., 
Port Byron. Funeral services were at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 2, from the funeral home. Interment 
were in Hope Rural Cemetery, Hornell. Contribu-
tions may go to the Port Byron Ambulance Fund, 
PO Box 365, Port Byron, NY 13140. 

Robert Earl Richardson
CENTRALIA, WA - Robert Earl Richardson, 

known to many as Bob, passed from this mortal 
existence February 1, 2011. He was born Decem-
ber 19, 1930 in Conquest, NY where he was raised 
on the family farm. His love and passion was al-
ways flying. He rode his bicycle to Troopsville 
Airport when he was 16 and earned his Pilot’s Li-
cense prior to getting his Driver’s License.

In January of 1950 he joined the United States 
Air Force and during the Korean War was assigned 
to Ladd Air Force Base outside of Fairbanks, AK. 
He met and married Jean Carroll and they lived in 
the Fairbanks area for 27 years. Bob worked as an 
A&P Mechanic for Wein and Alaska Airlines. He 
loved to rebuild and fly airplanes and completely 
rebuilt a Piper Super Cub, Republic Sea Bee, Ryan 
Navion, and a Cessna 2l0. He was a very proficient 
pilot and flew many types of aircraft. He flew 
as a Flight Engineer in a constellation and C130 
for Alaska Airlines and piloted many small bush 
planes to various remote locations.

 His boys loved to fly with him...his wife not 
so much. He spent the last 8 years in Alaska as 
Chief Instructor at the Hutchison Career Develop-
ment Center in the A&P Mechanic program. He 
became known as the “Super Cub” expert in Fair-
banks.

He is survived by his wife, Jean of 57 years 
and his 5 sons Daniel Dowell of Vancouver, WA; 
Mark Alan of Centralia, WA; Robert Lynn of Las 
Vegas, NV; Todd Michael of Kaysville, UT; and 
Scott Anthony of Ephrata, WA. Bob loved being a 
Dad and took his boys on many, many adventures 
that will be talked about for years to come. He and 
Jean have 22 grandchildren and 2 great grand-
daughters.

Bob moved his family to Centralia in 1977 
where he made many friends.

Words cannot express enough our apprecia-
tion to the tender staff of Liberty County Place for 
their loving and compassionate care during Bob’s 
last years of life.

He was an active member of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. On Saturday, 
February 5,2011, a viewing was held at 9:30am at 
the LDS Chapel located at, 2801 Mt. Vista Road, 
Centralia, WA, proceeded by Memorial Services 
starting at 11am.

In lieu of flowers please donate to the “Friends 
of Scouting” BSA.

Sandi Sanders
WEEDSPORT - Sandi Sanders passed away 

at her home in Weedsport on Saturday, March 19, 
2011 after a heroic battle with cancer. Ms. Sand-
ers, 52, was born on April 12, 1958 in Auburn and 
spent her early childhood on a farm in Skaneate-
les with parents Stanley and Margaret Panek and 
three older sisters, Kathleen, P. Elaine and Carole. 
The family moved to Weedsport in 1968 to be 
close to their restaurant business, the Riverview 
Hotel. Sandi graduated from Weedsport High 
School in 1976 and moved briefly to Ft. Myers, 
Fla., before returning to Weedsport. Sandi mar-
ried Eric Sanders in 1992. Since then they lived in 
the Auburn/Weedsport area. Mrs. Sanders worked 
as a cashier at Wal-Mart in Auburn for 15 years, 
where customers would seek her out for her kind-
ness and excellent customer service. Ms. Sanders 
is survived by her husband, Eric Sanders, and two 
cats, (Tony and Trolley), of Weedsport; three sis-
ters, Kathleen Panek, of Syracuse, Elaine Nissan, 
of Rush and Dunnellon, Fla., and Carole Denardo, 
of Santa Ynez, Calif; and niece, Denise Denardo, 
of Santa Monica, Calif. Calling hours were from 
2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, March 23, in 
Nicpon Funeral Home, 235 State St., Auburn. A 
private graveside service was held on Thursday, 
March 24. In lieu of flowers, please make contri-
butions to the American Cancer Society or Hos-
pice of the Finger Lakes, 1130 Corporate Drive, 
Auburn, NY 13021. Along a path of gold I walk 
toward the gates of heaven until I see the light. It 
is such a beautiful sight.

Jack A. Savarese
PORT BYRON - Jack A. Savarese, 59, of 

Howland Island Road, Port Byron, passed away 
Sunday, March 27, 2011 at Auburn Memorial Hos-
pital. Jack was born in Auburn, the son of Anthony 
and Blanche Williams Savarese. He was a self-em-
ployed contractor. He enjoyed hunting, wood craft-
ing and running his heavy equipment for his job. 
He is survived by his companion of 21 years, Janet 
Hickey; father, Anthony Savarese; sons, James Sa-
varese, of Port Byron, Richard (Nicole) Savarese, 
of North Carolina; daughter, Shelly Dann, of North 
Carolina; Shannon Fern, of Quebec, Canada; step-
daughter, Tonya Hickey, of Port Byron; brothers, 
Daniel Savarese and companion Karen, of Port 
Byron, Anthony (Linda) Savarese, of Florida; sis-
ters, Roxanne (Dennis) Smith, of North Carolina, 
Jennie (Joe) Cottello, of Elbridge and Terry (Dave) 
Thurston of Montezuma; a mother-in-law, Marian 
Hickey, of Port Byron; 11 grandchildren; and sev-

eral nieces and nephews. Friends joined the family 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 30, from the 
Audioun Funeral Home, 218 Main St., Port Byron; 
Funeral services followed at 7 p.m. from the fu-
neral home, Interment was in Mt. Pleasant Cem-
etery, Port Byron. 

Norman J. 
Chirco 

Attorney and
Counselor at Law 

95 Genesee Street, Third Floor
Auburn, NY 13021 
(315) 252-1563

Fax (315 )255-2434 Ad Space Sponsored by 
CAS Creative Art Services
www.cascreativeartservices.com

www.buychoicerealestate.net    
              phone: 315-730-9930

In Port 
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FAX:315-776-8235 

TO OUR READERS  
I’m sure you have noticed that our publica-

tion schedule has become more erratic of late and 
that our issues have been varying as to page count.  
A word of explanation seems in order.

As you know we are a volunteer organiza-
tion and as such are operating on a “shoe string”.  
Of late that “string” has gotten shorter.  We keep 
the price per copy and subscription rate as low 
as possible and rely heavily on donations from 
our readership and sponsoring businesses to stay 
afloat.  Unfortunately lately these have all taken 
quite a dip both from readers and more so from 
the businesses.

We are doing our best to keep your In Port 
coming and keep the spirit of a local paper alive.  
We are, however, doing this by waiting until we 
have enough cash on hand to produce and mail 
each issue rather than going into debt. 

Would you be so kind as to consider making 
a donation to keep this community project alive?  
Donations or sponsorships may be mailed to In 
Port, P O Box 430, Weedsport, NY 13166.

THANK YOU  



Louis F. Ryan..........................................Founder
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Penney Cosentino, Ted Reich, Mike Riley,
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In Port is a volunteer organization in the
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spirit, and preserve our heritage.

IN PORT
THANKS
The following volunteers who assembled, 
folded and labeled the January  issue:

Pat Barron, Penny Cosentino, John Fults,  
Dewey Lincoln, Mary Riley, Mike Riley, 
and Chick Walker.  

WANT TO BUY 
A COPY?
COPIES OF IN PORT MAY BE 
PURCHASED AT THE FOLLOWING 
LOCATIONS:

Weedsport Big M
Ed & Jeans
Port Byron Library
Weedsport Library

IN PORT
DEADLINE
Submissions and material for IN PORT may be 
left in “Drop Boxes” located at the Weedsport 
Library and the Port Byron Library. Deadline for 
publication is normally the 1st of the month.

IN PORT
MEETING
IN PORT meets on the fi rst Thursday of even 
numbered months at 7:30 p.m. at the Weedsport
Library. Please join us and bring your ideas or 
just to “sit in” if you’re curious.
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ALL TYPES AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
TOWING SERVICE
USED CARS & TRUCKS

JOSEPH YURCO—PRES.
8977 N. SENECA ST.

WEEDSPORT, NY 13166
(315) 834-6060 FAX 834-7453 

Contact: Frank Morehouse, Teacher-
Naturalist, Montezuma Audubon Center 
fmorehouse@audubon.org
Offi ce phone:  (315) 365-3588
Savannah, NY
April 1, 2011

Shade Grown Coffee House 
and open mic.. AT THE 
MONTEZUMA AUDUBON CENTER 

The Montezuma Audubon Center will be 
hosting a coffee house and open mic featuring 
local music and talent the last Thursday of every 
month starting in April.  Come relax and enjoy the 
music or sign up to perform.  For more informa-
tion or to sign up as a performer, call (315) 365-
3588 or email montezuma@audubon.org 

Each coffee house will run from 6:30 – 
9:30pm and will feature a presentation of specific 
environmental issues.  Here is a list of dates and 
topics for the coffee house through the summer:

April 28th -Environmental Protection Fund
May 26th -Wind Energy
June 30th -Invasive Species
July 28th -Audubon at Home
August 25th-No Child Left Inside
For more information about these topics or 

about the Montezuma Audubon Center, visit http://
ny.audubon.org/montezuma.htm.

Montezuma Audubon Center
2295 State Route 89
Savannah, NY 13146
The Center is Open 
Tuesday-Saturday 10 am- 4 pm
http://ny.audubon.org/montezuma.htm
The Montezuma Audubon Center is a state-

owned facility operated through a cooperative 
agreement between the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation and the Na-
tional Audubon Society.

Now in its second century, Audubon is dedi-
cated to protecting birds and other wildlife and the 
habitat that supports them. Our national network 
of community-based nature centers and chapters, 
scientific and educational programs, and advocacy 
on behalf of areas sustaining important bird popu-
lations, engage millions of people of all ages and 
backgrounds in conservation. www.audubon.org

STERLING EVENTS
Vernal Pool ....Saturday April 2 at 1pm 

Join Interpretive Naturalist Jim D’Angelo for a 
look into the vernal pools of the Sterling Nature Cen-
ter.  Vernal pools are small wetlands that temporarily 
fill with water providing essential habitat for frogs, 
salamanders, turtles and even a few snakes!!!  We will 
explore these unique wetlands looking for spotted sala-
manders, fairy shrimp, tadpoles and other wildlife that 
utilize them.  A short slideshow presentation will be 
conducted before the hands-on outdoor nature study of 
the vernal pools.  Please dress for the weather and wear 
boots if you would like to wade into the wetland. This 
program is free and open to the public.   
Poetry Extravaganza... Sunday, April 10, 3pm 

In recognition of April as National Poetry Month, 
the Sterling Nature Center is presenting a Poetry Ex-
travaganza from 3 -5 p.m. at its Jensvold Road center. 
The program is part of the center’s on-going Sunday 
Poetry Coffeehouse series and is free and open to the 
public. 
Natural Egg Dying... Saturday April 16, 1pm 

See what colors you can get from your pantry just 
in time for the spring table.  Go back to nature with 
this fun and entertaining program using natural dyes 
to color your eggs.  Please bring your own boiled eggs 
to dye.  An adult should accompany children. The pro-
gram is free and open to the public. 
A Child’s View of Life in a Forest Puddle (Ver-
nal Pool) ... Wednesday April 20, 1pm 

Join Naturalist Jim D’Angelo and his daughter for 
a Child’s View of the vernal pools at the Sterling Nature 
Center.  Vernal pools are small wetlands that temporar-
ily fill with water providing essential habitat for frogs, 
salamanders, turtles and even a few snakes!!!  We will 
do some hands on exploring of these unique wetlands 
looking for spotted salamanders, fairy shrimp, tad-
poles, insects and other wildlife that utilize them.  A 
short slideshow presentation will be conducted before 
the outdoor nature study of the vernal pools.  Please 
dress for the weather and wear boots, as we will be go-
ing out wading into this unique wetland.  The program 
is free and open to the public. 
Woodland Wildfl ower Walk ... Friday April 22, 
6pm

Treat yourself and a friend to some of Mother 
Nature’s spring beauties, trillium, hepatica and other 
woodland wildflowers this Earth Day.  Join Naturalist 
Jim D’Angelo for a walk along the trails of the Sterling 
Nature Center for a look at some of Mother Nature’s 
beautiful woodland wildflowers.  Identification, natu-
ral history and interesting fact about the spring wood-
land wildflowers will be discussed on this walk.  An 
indoor slide show will take place if outdoor conditions 
are not favorable for a walk.  There is no fee for this 
program, but donations are accepted and greatly ap-
preciated. 
Trail Work Day Saturday April 30, from 10am 
to Noon 

The Sterling Nature Center is looking for some 
volunteers from the community to help with a few large 
projects like building bridges on the Wetland Loop and 
Two Tail Trails as well as help spreading woodchips on 
Heron Trail section.  We are seeking groups or individ-
uals that would be interested in supplying much needed 
labor and a few individuals to be crew leader for each 
project. Please contact Jim D’Angelo at 315-947-6143 
or snc@co.cayuga.ny.us if you or your group is inter-
ested in lending a helping hand. Rain date is May 14 
from 2pm to 4pm. 
Plant Exchange and Sale ... Saturday May 7, 
11am to 1pm 

Have April showers turned your garden in to a 
jungle?  Need to thin out those perennial but hate to 
compost them?  We have the perfect solution, come 
trade your perennials or garden thinning at our annual 
Plant Exchange.  You can do a free exchange or give a 
donation for the plants you would like to take home. 
Mother Nature’s Spring Beauties!!! ... Saturday 
May 7 at 1pm. 

Don’t miss your chance to see the many early 
spring wildflowers of the Sterling Nature Center.  
Many flowers like colt’s foot fade away quickly while, 
others like white trillium bloom longer. Join us for a 
Naturalist guided walk along the trails of the nature 
center.  Pioneer and Native American uses, natural his-
tory, and identification of our spring woodland wild-
flowers will be the topic of discussion.  The program is 
free and open to the public, but donations are accepted 
and greatly appreciated. An indoor slide show will take 
place if conditions do not allow for the outdoor walk.
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SPRING! OLD BRUTUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Penney Cosentino
At last! It’s getting a slow start, but it’s actu-

ally happening. Now we have to figure out how 
to budget for the lawn mower’s gas. How about 
investing in yard sheep, goats or geese?

We had a full house for our season’s first 
meeting on March 21; it was great seeing so many 
familiar faces again. Norman Riley of Sennett, 
a lifetime member of OBHS and past director of 
the O’Hara Agriculture Museum in Owasco, pre-
sented an entertaining and informational history 
program with his handmade, wooden farm tools 
and tractors as the machinery developed from a 
steam monster through the various smaller proto-
types to the huge, modern tractor. Norm has been 
making these wooden models for many years. A 
number of them represent specific favorite trac-
tors he knew well, as a kid and after he was grown. 
His handiwork is superb, not only in its detail, but 
with his artistic use of various woods, grains, and 
finishes. Three years ago Norm presented OBHS 
with a model of our museum building, virtually 
exact down to the drainpipes and flowers in the 
cement pots out front. We display it proudly in our 
entry room where it delights our visitors.

Many of the attendees later talked with Norm 
and closely examined his wooden models, (and 
others looked over OBHS’s new displays featur-
ing our country’s struggles to maintain our free-
doms from the Colonial days through WWII and 
beyond), as Barbara and Bob Ward served coffee 
and Barb’s special St. Patrick’s gingerbread.

In conjunction with our main floor’s theme 
“Keeping Our Nation Free”, this month we are 
hosting a series of three programs to commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of the American Civil 
War. On April 18, John Lamphere, a Weedsport 
native and currently an associate professor of 
Criminal Justice and History at CCC, and a Civil 
War buff, will present “Central New Yorkers in 
the Civil War”.

On Monday, May 16, at 7:30 PM, Linda Zach, 
who was a Civil War nurse re-enactor for many 
years will display related items and tell about the 
“Women in the Civil War”.

On Sunday, June 5, from 2 to 4 PM, General 
Robert E. Lee, Commanding General of the Army 
of Northern Virginia will be making a visit, by 
special arrangement, to our northern community 
to tell of his life, his reluctant but committed be-
lief in his state’s right to succeed from the Union, 
and his subsequent life and responsibilities after 
the Civil War. General Lee is portrayed by nation-
ally known re-enactor Richard Grozier, who will 
have you believing within the first minutes that he 
is truly this dignified, gentle-spoken, dedicated, 
West Point educated, Southern gentleman. In the 
question and answer period following his life’s 
tale, you may be surprised to hear a few answers 
that put a slightly different slant on that tragic war 
than we Northerners have assumed.

Mr. Grozier is fitting us in among his several 
commitments in April and May, (one is an appear-
ance in Gettysburg) before returning to his home 
in Virginia. We are very pleased to welcome him. 
Set this important date on your calendar! (Sunday, 
June 5 at 2 PM) 

Our Historical Society programs are free, en-
tertaining and open to the public.

On Monday, June 20, for a change of interest, 
Arold Weatherstone will speak on “The History 
of the Barber (Boat) Engine” as the evening’s pro-
gram.

For the July 18 monthly program, we will be 
organizing a “field trip” to the Ward O’Hara Agri-
culture Museum. More information will be forth-
coming on this evening out.

Watch for information on another very special 
weekend program of entertainment on July 9th or 

10th, and don’t forget the annual Canal Splash on 
August 13. Also Jeanne Baker will present a pro-
gram on “Weedsport People that History Forgot”, 
scheduled for Monday, August 15, and Kathleen 
Dolph will review “The History of Weedsport’s 
Nursery School on September 19th.

It looks like a busy summer with lots of FREE 
activities and programs (offered by volunteers) to 
interest everybody. In this taxed, demanding, ex-
pensive, “entitled” society, don’t you find this in-
triguing? Come- join the fun!

NOTICE: HAVE YOU WANTED TO SEE 
WHAT’S IN THE MUSEUM BUT WE WERE 
“NEVER OPEN”?? We are planning to extend 
the Historical Society museum’s open hours to in-
clude Thursday evenings, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
starting on May 5, and each Thursday for the sum-
mer months. Stop by for a walk-through of this 
year’s excellent displays, or update your family’s 
genealogy file, or just stop by to ask a question. 
First time visitors are always amazed at how large, 
professional and extensive our two floors of dis-
plays are. Unexpected closings may arise, so if you 
want to call ahead, the museum number is 315-
834-9342. The Historical Society building will 
continue to be open and at work on Mondays & 
Tuesdays, 9-12 noon.

NEW DISPLAYS AT OLD     
BRUTUS HISTORICAL         
SOCIETY

OBHS’s manikin people have assumed their 
new historical personas and storied vignettes. The 
display cases are practically bursting with fascinat-
ing memorabilia, and we are anxious to invite you 
in to enjoy 2011’s Main Gallery theme, “Keeping 
Our Nation Free”. This year’s displays were decid-
ed upon in recognition of the 150th anniversary of 
the Civil War and the 200th anniversary of the War 
of 1812, but we also wish to salute our ancestors 
and the many local individuals who have fought 
and sacrificed in each of our country’s struggles 
to preserve humanity’s liberties. Old Brutus His-
torical Society is proud to display a variety of the 
uniforms and personal wartime memorabilia our 
members have donated for preservation over the 
past forty-three years.

Nod to the lady seated in the lobby, mending 
one of the thirteen colonies’ flags, the Benning-
ton Flag of 1776, then, entering the display rooms 
you will meet a colonial militiaman and his wife 
as she helps prepare him for a skirmish against the 
British. Display cases showing items relating to 
the struggles for freedom in the 1700’s and 1800’s 
will draw you along to a stalwart Union soldier 
pf 1861.A young, northern miss bids him farewell 
with the gift of a small Bible.  Across the way a 
World War I nurse instructs two teens in the prop-
er way to roll bandages, and just beyond them a 
young surgeon, bound for the hell of 1916 war-torn 
France, is taking leave of his lovely lady. 

Among these vignettes are more displays 
holding eclectic selections of authentic memorabil-
ia from the trenches of World War I and the many 
fronts of World War II. Shelves of helmets and 
caps are poignant reminders of the men who wore 
them. Yearning for absent loved ones is evident 
by the dog-eared sheet music. Do you recall the 
blackout curtains that kept even the tiniest cracks 
of indoor light from showing out into the night? 
Or patrolling Air Raid Wardens and the dedicat-
ed volunteer Army Air Forces Ground Observer 
Corps (enemy plane spotters)? All of Central New 
York took enemy invasion threats seriously.

You may remember the Ration Stamp Books 
for gas, shoes, canned foods or sugar that every 
household was so careful to manage in the 1940’s. 
Are you aware we had our own “Rosie the Riv-

eters” who manned the local armament factories 
when our men signed up or were drafted into ser-
vice? Determined young women also joined the 
armed services as well.  “Home Front soldiers” 
helped however they could. Everyone planted 
Victory Gardens and “did without”. We have the 
children of 1942 loading rubber, metals, milk-
weed pods, lard, stockings and even string into 
their wagon for the War Effort. These needed 
items were recycled into lifesaving supplies for 
the fighting forces. Shortages and sacrifice were 
an accepted way of life during WWII. 

In one display case there is an open album 
of snapshots Fred Rowe took of American service 
men digging in on the beaches of Guam just be-
fore the horrific battles with the Japanese. We also 
show some government issued items and a few 
touching personal effects. In a corner lay two cap-
tured enemy flags and a Nazi cap.

Elsewhere you will see Red Cross, Army and 
Navy nurses in dress uniform, and other Ameri-
can uniforms of various military branches. Stand-
ing alone, the final manikin is a young woman in 
modern camouflage, still defending the right of 
mankind’s freedoms.

One of our most difficult tasks has been 
choosing which American flags, posters and sheet 
music to hang or display in support of the vari-
ous historical eras. Whenever possible we chose to 
use items never before shown. Regrettably it’s not 
possible to put everything out, but we know you 
will enjoy looking over the assortment we have 
chosen. I realize many, or maybe most, of you 
weren’t around for WWII, or the “Home Front” 
(or the Civil War), but play along. Come see the 
real thing- a family’s Service Star Window Flag, 
battle-scarred helmets, feed bag dress material, 
historic flags - patriotism.

We would like to thank Peggy Lampman 
Sawyer of Booneville for loaning us the re-enact-
ment outfits for the colonial militiaman and his 
helpmate, and Carol Ozark for providing her hus-
band Peter’s Civil War Private’s wardrobe. These 
historically correct re-enactment garments really 
help to set the stage for our “fighting for liberty” 
theme. 

While Alice Mattison, Jeanne Baker and I 
have been organizing this year’s displays, the ev-
er-handy building maintenance committee (Earl 
Ward, Charlie Kreplin, and Denny Randall) has 
been overseeing ongoing structural and safety 
concerns such as upgrading lighting, heating and 
alarm systems. They are always willing to climb 
ladders for us too.

(Note: our open, meetings/programs are held 
on the third Mondays of every month, March 
through November. OBHS members receive in-
formational postcards at least a week prior and if 
there is a change of venue, they will be notified. 
Non-members are welcomed at no charge, but 
should keep informed. Annual membership is still 
only $5.00 – consider joining! It’s the best deal 
around!). 

CHAD-DART News
 You Have the Right to turn TV off! “ 

Don’t people have fun in alcohol ads?”  
They make a big impression on your kids. For 

elementary students keep the commercials away 
from them.  Mute the ads when they come on.  Es-
pecially the funny ones because kids remember 
and repeat them.

Let your middle school kids know about mar-
keting and that alcohol advertisers are trying to 
hook them on their brands - just to get more money 
in their pockets.  Help your children decode ad’s 
messages: what kind of lifestyle are they selling? 
Do these ads tell the whole story – or do they leave 
something out. (DUI’s, addiction, disease, etc.) 
From: commonsensemedia
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Weedsport High School 1975, grad Deborah 
Kinney Weymouth has been hired as the senior 
vice president for operations and executive direc-
tor of New Milford Hospital. Celebrating this oc-
casion is the hospital’s senior vice president for hu-
man resources, Phyllis Zappala. “She has incred-
ible charisma and leadership skills, her work with 
the Thompson Health in Canandaigua brought 
that system to profitable operations after running 
six years deficit.”

Weymouth holds a Master’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration in International Manage-
ment/Finance, a Bachelor of Science – Education 
and Rehabilitation and is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Healthcare Executives. She feels 
strongly about the role of community hospitals. 
“Eighty percent of all people in the United States 
make their first contact with the heath system ei-
ther with a family doctor or community hospital.  
New Milford Hospital is a great example of how 
community hospitals add to the lives of the people 
who use it. It’s got so many talented people work-
ing here and the technology that is available here, 
in a community setting is phenomenal. This hos-
pital is a gem!” 

New Milford, an 85-bed hospital, has recent-
ly partnered with Danbury Hospital to create a re-
gional healthcare system serving much of western 
Connecticut and suburban New York City.  Wey-
mouth accepted this challenge as national health 
care reforms change the way doctors do business. 
“We will be moving from volume to value,” she 
says. 

Weymouth is the proud mother of Kate and 
Leigh, seniors at Connecticut College and mar-
ried to Roy, the successful aquatics instructor and 
varsity swimming coach at Canandaigua Acad-
emy. While at Thompson Health she also coached 
swimming. “I first learned to swim from my dad, 
Fred Kinney at age 3 in our backyard pool,” she 
remembers fondly. She swam competitively in 
high school and was an eight time All American 
at Springfield College in Massachusetts. 

Deborah’s mom, Nellie Kinney brought this 
honor to In Port’s attention. We join her congratu-
lations in this accomplishment. With considerable 
pride Nellie shares: “This promotion puts Deborah 
in the top 1% of female professionals in the USA 
and she is the first woman to hold this CEO posi-
tion!” And as an aside, “Both girls and Deborah 
love New York and are thrilled to be able to share 
the excitement of the ‘big city,’ “

WE ARE SO 
PROUD...

1927to Paris and James H Doolit-
tle for his B-25 bombing raid on 
Tokyo in the opening months of 
America’s entry into World War II.  
These men were daredevil avia-
tors, racing pilot, scientists, and 
great role models in the world of 
aviation. 

These men and other EAA 
member expressed common goals to inspire young 
people to fly and pass on the legacy of aviation.

The Chapter meets monthly at the Richard J 

Forger building, now owned by R.Keene Chris-
topher.  For those who are unfamiliar with this 

building it is the red hanger 
next to the Airport on Ditmar 
Rd. Weedsport, NY. The local 
EAA 1017 is an organization of 
aviation enthusiasts devoted to 
promoting Sport Aviation on a 
local and national basis. There 
are around 80 plus members 
who meet monthly for refresh-
ments, discussions, and com-

munity involvement, event planning and working 
on achieving their common goals.

EAA Chapter 1017
Continued from page 1

MORE WEST SHORE
 It’s always gratifying when someone makes 

mention of your work and the West Shore” articles 
which I’ll conclude this month seemed to evoke 
more than the usual comments.  I mentioned last 
month, that on July 5, 1938 a major derailment oc-
curred on the West Shore Rail Road underneath 
the Lehigh Valley overpass just east of Willow 
Street in the village.  I received a very interest-
ing letter from  Mr. Herbert Trice, of Auburn who 
recalled as a 20 year old ( I’ll let you do you own 
math as to Mr. Trice’s present age) spending much 
of his free time riding the 
Lehigh Valley trains com-
ing out of Auburn, either 
in the engine cab, or in the 
caboose.

 On the day of the de-
railment, the Auburn milk 
train was scheduled to 
originate and terminate in 
Auburn.  This run was to 
be the last milk train to run 
north of Auburn and know-
ing that this was a special 
event, Mr. Trice finagled a 
ride to Fair Haven and back.  There was concern 
at the time that they would be held up south of the 
West Shore tracks in Weedsport because of a ma-
jor derailment had occurred and the Lehigh Valley 
overpass bridge had 
been struck.  When 
the site of the pile 
up was reached, it 
was determined that 
although the bridge 
had been skidded 
east toward Syra-
cuse a short distance, 
the Lehigh Vij alley 
track had remained 
securely spiked in 
place with disturbing 
the gauge.  (Gauge is 
the distance between the rails)    Despite a plainly 
visible offset, or jog in the tracks, the milk train 
eased through with no problem and returned from 
Fair Haven later in the evening.  Thanks to Mr. 
Trice for sharing this tale with us, and I’ve placed 
his letter in both our Lehigh Valley and West Shore 
files.  What a wonderful memory!  As a reward to 
him, I include with this article a Syracuse Herald 

photo of the cars piled up under 
the Lehigh Valley overpass.

 I mentioned that in the ear-
ly days of the West Shore, they 
erected an adjunct station on 
South St. where the Lehigh val-
ley crossed to accommodate pas-
sengers who wished to transfer 
to the Lehigh to travel north, or 
south.  I include a photo of that 
tiny station which was located 
on the point of land at the end of 

Lockwood Ave.  The picture , which was taken in 
1920 shows not only the station, but the house be-
hind the station which was occupied by the Picha-
ny family for many years.  It also shows the house 
across South St. which was home to the Everett 
Hazer family for an equally long time.  A close 
eye will be able to see manually operated crossing 
gates at the bottom of the hill guarding the West 
Shore Crossing.  The Lehigh Valley crossings in 
the village were all unguarded.

 As you can imagine, we have a lot of info 
at the museum on Weedsport railroads in gener-
al--even to the extent of knowing the names of 

many of the watchmen that 
lowered the gates manually 
at the approach of a train.  
Some of the West Shore 
watchmen were Leander 
McAllister, Jack Enright, 
Pat O’Neil, J. Dunn and 
John Malarkey. A local tale 
told of Mr. Malarkey noted 
that a pie  at a home along 
the railroad tracks had been 
set to cool on a window sill 
and it turned up missing.  
Somehow it was determined 

that Mr. Malarkey was the culprit, which he ve-
hemently denied (apparently, there was no evi-
dence, not even crumbs left). Bringing the matter 
up would vex him to the extent that he was known 

to have left his post 
at the S. Seneca St 
crossing to chase 
kids all over town 
when baited with the 
cry “Who Stole The 
Pie?  Jack Malarkey, 
That’s Who”

 When the West 
Shore opened on 
January 1, 1884, the 
Weedsport Cornet 
Band was on hand 
to greet them, can-

nons thundered and 3 hearty cheers went up from 
the crowd.  It was reported that only Newark had 
such a fond welcoming.

 I was surprised that no one chided me when I 
was noting the street grade crossings that I omitted 
both Goff and Horton Streets which had unguard-
ed grade crossings.   We have in our files a receipt 
dated 1889 in the amount  of $2.03 for bring 2900 
pounds of cast iron pipe and fittings to the Village 
of Weedsport DPW from Syracuse.  What do you 
think $2.03 would get you today?  Apparently the 
village only ordered pipe as they needed it sincere 
we have several receipts for varying amounts of 
pipe.

 So much for the West Shore.  Next month, 
again noting the kindness of Mr. Trice , I’ll start 
a series on the Southern Central, or Lehigh Valley 
Railroad.

 Deny Randall, Director
OBHS
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What’s The 
Secret Ingredient? 

By Cheryl Longyear, Montezuma Historian
Way down in the 

Southern west corner of 
Georgia sits a small town 
named Colquitt, with 
big dreams, and no lim-
its.  I had the pleasure of 
visiting Colquitt with a 
population of 2000, not 

much bigger than Montezuma, attending a con-
ference called, “Building Creative Communities, 
The Art of Storytelling, Community Building & 
Social Change.”  It’s taken me some time to digest 
all that I received from attending. In addition to 
the warmth of the Southern sunshine, a much wel-
come break from our winter here in Central New 
York, and their genuine southern hospitality, I felt 
a warmth that went beyond the sunshine. It was 
the heart and soul of a town alive that had been 
miraculously transformed. The air tingled with 
it;  you seen it in the smiles on their faces; and 
you heard and were touched by their voices as they 
humbly expressed from their hearts pride for their 
community. 

What makes this town so special?  What is 
their secret? They learned how to think outside the 
box. The box that had them trapped in thinking 
the same old way. They changed from thinking of 
themselves as a place limited with nothing  (no-
thing) to seeing what they already possessed and 
could tap into. The pride they have today was 
earned by breaking down barriers of the “norm” 
that was only supporting more of the status quo 
and coming into their greatness through their 
greatest resource --  the people.

According to Karen Kimbrel, one of the con-
ference coordinators in a book published about 
Colquitt’s progress, “What makes this community 
different from other small rural communities in 
the U.S. is the magic ingredient -- Creativity. Cre-
ative communities are different from traditional 
community and economic development models 
because creative communities rely on human po-
tential, knowledge and capabilities as opposed 
to tangible goods and deliverable services. Also, 
rather than being physical place-focused, they are 
about human spirit......When creative projects en-
ter the picture, people establish new and exciting 
networks to obtain social and economic entrees 
where before only walls existed preventing en-
trance.” That is a powerful statement that comes 
from a new perspective of empowering people to 
use their own inborn gifts to create community.

So, Karen has given us the secret ingredi-
ent -- creativity.  We have people -- so we have 
creativity. The question becomes how can we go 
beyond the “norm,” or have we become too com-
fortable or numb to the status quo?  Can we shake 
the box open a little and peak in to see what’s pos-
sible. Karen said, “if Colquitt could do it, any town 
can.” I’m going to hang on to that statement. What 
I came away with most from the conference was 
hope, because they helped me recognize and see 
what is possible. Thank you Colquitt!

Connecting with the Spirit of Volunteerism
It’s been a long winter here in Central New 

York. I think we all are more than ready to wel-
come Spring and appreciate the warmer weather. 
One way to celebrate Spring is by volunteering to 
help clean our parks and trails.  The Town of Mon-
tezuma is planning their second year of participa-
tion in the New York State Canal Sweep program 
to organize clean-up activities on the proposed 
site for the Heritage Park.  The clean up day will 
be held on Saturday, April 16, 2011. Plans are to 
meet at the at 9:00 AM at the parking area on Erie 
Street, off Route 90 near the fire house.  Volun-
teers are encouraged to bring their own gloves 
and supplies, and to wear comfortable clothing 
and shoes. Last year we particularly enjoyed the 
Weedsport Boy Scouts joining us and welcome 
any youth group that could join again this year. It’s 
a wonderful way to learn more about the historic 
resources in our area.

Robin Dropkin, executive director of Parks 
and Trails New York, said, “The growth of the Ca-
nal Clean Sweep in recent years clearly shows that 
local pride in the Canal and the Canalway Trail 
is high and the spirit of volunteerism is flourish-
ing across the state. Especially in such challeng-
ing economic times, the canal system and Canal-
way Trail, which are growing in prominence as 
a world-class tourism destination, become even 
more important as close-to-home recreational re-
sources for local residents and all New Yorkers. 
We are pleased to again join community groups 
and citizens in cleaning up the canal corridor in 
advance of the summer season.”

This event also coincides with the celebra-
tion of Earth Day on April 22,  which began in 
1970 launching the modern environmental move-
ment. The Earth Day Network encourages Earth 
Day activities each year, making it the largest 
civic observance in the world. In recognition of 
the power of millions of individual actions, Earth 
Day 2011 has initiated a campaign to inspire and 

8889 S. Seneca St.,
Weedsport, NY 

We 
Deliver
834-6756
834-9953

reward commitments both small and large to bet-
ter sustain and support our environment. The goal 
is to register one billion actions in advance of the 
Earth Summit in Rio in 2012.  A Billion Acts of 
Green® website quantifies acts of green through 
an easy-to-use online registration tool at: http://
act.earthday.org/

Through our efforts in participating we can 
take pride knowing we are doing are part with 
cleanup and beautification activities on April 16th 
that will help the environment and protect the 
beauty of our historic canal and natural resources 
for years to come. Come join the great outdoors 
and join in the Clean Up! For more information, 
please call Cheryl Longyear, Montezuma Town 
Historian at 315.776.4656 or 316.406.6575 or check 
out

http://montezumaheritagepark.blogspot.com
If you cannot make the April 16th clean-up 

there is another opportunity. Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Cayuga County ANNOUNCES 
PARTICIPATION IN 

6th ANNUAL CANAL CLEAN SWEEP 
- April 23, 2011 Statewide Cleanup Activities 
Planned along New York State Canal System

In recognition of Earth Day 2011 and in 
preparation for the upcoming 187th consecutive 
navigation season on the New York State Canal 
System, the New York State Canal Corporation is 
partnering with Parks & Trails New York, and the 
New York State Environmental Facilities Corpo-
ration (EFC) to sponsor the Sixth Annual Canal 
Clean Sweep during the weekend of April 22nd-
24th, 2011.  

As part of this multi-community celebration, 
CCE of Cayuga County will host a cleanup event 
starting at the Chapman Road trail head in Mont-
ezuma on Saturday, April 23rd from 10:00-12:00.  
Volunteers are encouraged to bring a bagged lunch 
to enjoy on the trail.  For more information about 
the cleanup events in Cayuga County please con-
tact Amy Barra at (315) 255-1183.

CLEAN SWEEP AND EARTH DAY:

This Jack’s Reef couple was feted this fall by 
their children, grandchildren, relatives and scores 
of friends.  They have many ties to Port Byron, 
Weedsport and Jordan-Elbridge.

As part of NY Heritage Weekend, the Mont-
ezuma Historical Society will celebrate the com-
munity’s farming heritage with a tractor ride spon-
sored by the Finger Lakes Antique Power Club. On 
Saturday, May 14 at 10:00 AM, club members will 
meet at the Historic Mentz Church on McDonald 
and Mentz Church Roads to parade their antique 
tractors through the rural countryside.  Follow-
ing the ride there will be a luncheon served at the 
church with an exhibit of Norm Riley’s model 
farm equipment and a farm implement display.

The public is invited to attend the exhibit at 
the church. Reservations for lunch can be made by 
calling 776-4656. Rain date for the program will 
be Sunday, May 15th at 10 AM.

Finger Lakes Antique 
Power Club Tractor Ride 
And FarmDisplay at 
Mentz Church

50th Anniversary 
Faith & Bill Finnegan
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the world, and a significant number of them are 
under construction or pumping power into our 
utility grids here in the Empire State. There 
may be a cost advantage in HAWTs. Small 
wind turbines require about a $25,000 invest-
ment in foundations, wiring, power storage 
(batteries), and other peripheral equipment. 
Typical VAWTs, generating 5-7.5 KwA, cost 

about $25-30,000. At the same cost, 
HAWTs produce 12-15 KwA. An in-
teresting new power storage instal-
lation is being built in at Stephen-
stown, New York, about 100 miles 
east of Fairfield. Large flywheels, 
spinning almost friction-free on 
magnetic levitation, will be used to 
store electricity as kinetic energy at 
a multi-HAWT installation. 

Widespread construction of 
wind turbines has given rise to con-
cerns and objections. . Do they re-
sult in kills of birds and bats? Are 
there measurable differences in 
micro-climates where turbines are 
deployed? Do turbines offend peo-
ple because of their appearance, and 
do they lead to reduced real estate 
values? 

People and businesses directly deriving 
profit from wind turbines say that these con-
cerns are invalid. Others disagree. One docu-
mented study has found that older, smaller 
turbines, spinning more rapidly than the large 
ones we now see being installed, appeared to 
have numbers of dead birds and bats near their 
bases. But, are researchers being allowed to 
approach the new turbine installations? 

A note from Roy (PBCS ’54 grad) Fair-
field Restoration Association, Town of Fair-
field, Herkimer County, commissioned me to 
write a series of columns on the big new wind-
mills that are springing up around The Empire 
State. It turns out that the subject is so contro-
versial that the anti-windmill forces were in-
censed by my “pro-windmill” article and the 
pro-windmill forces were equally infuriated by 
my “anti-windmill” text. Thought In Port read-
ers might be interested.

Power From Wind
By Roy Bates
Aside from using sails to move watercraft 

(and occasional landcraft), which we’ve been do-
ing for almost 6,000 years, there’s another way to 
put the power of wind to work. Wind turbines with 
vertical shafts have been used for at least 1400 
years. Evidence of vertical axis wind turbines 
(VAWTs) has been found in Afghanistan and Iran. 
They were apparently used to pump 
water and to grind grain. VAWT use 
slowly spread westward, and archaeolo-
gists have found evidence of VAWTs as 
far west as Andalusia in Spain. Until re-
cently VAWT designs included baffles 
to direct wind to one side of each tur-
bine.

The European environment has 
more varying wind direction, and hori-
zontal axis wind turbines (HAWTs) 
were developed (or derived from de-
signs outside Europe). They quickly 
spread throughout the world. Some 
HAWTs were designed to be turned to 
prevailing winds. This led to a rudder-
like structure to use the energy of the 
wind to shift the turbine to face the 
wind. HAWTs were used to grind grain 
or pump water.

A third technique for using wind power was 
developed from applications of the Magnus Effect. 
German physicist Heinrich Magnus described it in 
1852. Isaac Newton had previously described it in 
1672, who observed tennis players and concluded 
that the spin of the ball effected its trajectory

Magnus Effect causes a vector to be gener-
ated by a smooth object spinning in a fluid, with 
the thrust of the vector being applied at 90 degrees 
from the direction of fluid flow. It was exploited 
by a German inventor early in the 20th century to 
build merchant ships that derived as much as 44% 
increase in fuel efficiency using smooth VAWTs 
in diesel and diesel-electric marine propulsion 
systems. In the 1960s, Fairchild-Hiller Aircraft 
Company produced various versions of light air-
craft using spinning drums in the wings to aug-
ment lift. One of these demonstrated short takeoff 
and landing (STOL) capabilities using the Penta-
gon heliport.

Large HAWTs are springing up all around 

THANKFULNESS
Some months ago, the churches of the Port 

Byron Area Ecumenical Ministries celebrated 
Thanksgiving together. One of the elements of 
that service was sharing memories and refl ecting 
diverse moments of thankfulness. Dawn Joro-
lemon, a teacher at Port Byron Central School, 
shared the following thoughts:

“I am Dawn Jorolemon, wife of Sergeant First 
Class Rick Jorolemon, who is active duty in the U.S. 
Army for the past twelve years. We have 3 children: 
Josh, Madison and Patrick.”

“Thanksgiving is a great time to refl ect on what 
you are truly thankful for. I think about what I am 
thankful for often and how lucky I am to have my 
husband and children. After a hard day at work I will 
come home to my family and be thankful that they are 
mine.”

“I am thankful for time: the time that I have with 
my family and friends.”

“I am thankful that my children are well behaved, 
polite and respectful.”

“I am thankful that my children value education 
and understand the importance of it.”

“I am thankful that my children realize how lucky 
they are and help those who are less fortunate.”

“I am thankful for a phone call from my son (who 
is away at college) just because he wants to say, “I 
love you mom.”

“I am thankful that my family appreciates all 
that I do for them.”

“I am thankful for friends that are there when I 
need them.”

“I am thankful for smiles, hugs, silly songs, sun-
ny days, long talks, and quiet walks.’’

“I am thankful for board games and family 
night.”

“I am thankful for the words, “I love you to the 
moon and back.”

“I am thankful for simple questions that are eas-
ily answered.

“I am thankful for rambunctious boys, loud 
noise, video games and Nerf gun wars.” 

“I am thankful for giggling girls, nail polish, 
movies and midnight snacks.”

“I am thankful for things I didn’t even realize, 
simply because they make my children happy.”

“I am thankful that my family is safe, happy, and 
healthy.”

“I am thankful for my husband’s safe return from 
every deployment and that he is willing to sacrifi ce to 
make the world a safer place.”

“I am thankful for phone calls from my husband, 
just to hear his voice.”

“I am thankful for every day I have with my fam-
ily.”

“There are so many things that I am truly thank-
ful for, that in this brief time it’s hard to list them all. I 
am thankful to be an American, have freedom, and for 
my relationship with God. I chose to share with you my 
thoughts on the importance of time with my family and 
friends and how important they are to me. Especially 
at this time of year, please take a moment to let each 
and every one of those who are important to you know 
how thankful you are for them.”

And an editorial comment: no matter what 
time of year it is – the above comments are rel-
evant. Sgt. Jorolemon has been deployed since 
January. We offer our fervent wishes and prayers 
for his safe return. 

ANDREW FISH, CAYUGA 
COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
TO SPEAK TO MONTEZUMA 
RESIDENTS

Montezuma residents are invited to 
attend the regular town board meeting on 
Tuesday, April 19th at 7:00 PM at the Town 
Hall. Guest Speaker, Andrew Fish, Cayuga 
County Chamber of Commerce, will speak 
on the economic growth potential for the 
town. A slide presentation on the recent 
SUNY ESF students’ project design ideas 
for Heritage Park will be presented by 
Town Supervisor, John Malenick.

Cayuga County 4-H 
Youth Fair 2011

SAVE THE DATES!!
Cornell Cooperative Extension Cayuga 

County 4-H program will host the 2011 Cayuga 
County 4-H Youth Fair on July 14, 15 and 16, 2011 
at the Ward O’Hara Agricultural and Rural Life 
Museum, located on Route 38, at the north end of 
Owasco Lake, opposite Emerson Park, Auburn. 
Youth Building projects will be judged on July 
13th.  All events and activities are open to the 
public for viewing. Come out and share the Fun!

For further information, call Cornell Coop-
erative Extension at 315-255-1183. 

SUBSCRIBE OR ADVERTISE
315-776-4726



I looked out into the dark hallway. No one. Silence. 
The only light was down by the front stairs. She had 
forgotten me! I grabbed my coat, ran into the echo-
ing hall, and raced to the front exit. Heart pounding 
and gulping big sobs, I ran down the dark sidewalk 
towards Nana’s house. It wasn’t really very far, but I 
had never been alone on a dark street late at night.

 I tore upstairs to my mother’s bed and she 
hugged me to her. Suddenly Aunt Gerry came 
storming in. “There you are!” She said I was a 
“brat” to worry her. She grabbed my shoulder. I had 
never before seen Mother confront Aunt Gerry. She 
was supposed to lie quietly, but now her face was 
furious, her voice grim and steely. “Don’t you dare 
touch her! Where were you? She thought you’d for-
gotten her.” Gerry snarled that she had just gone up-
stairs with a friend. She banged out of the room.

Despite my tears, and the upset my sick mother 
was supposed to avoid, I told her about the make-up, 
how it felt backstage, Butch, and the audience, and 
once again I glowed from the heady experience. It 
certainly had been a memorable night! 

Oh - though I tried several times, I found that 
red crayon didn’t work at all well to make those 
glamorous dots at the corners of my eyes, but one 
thing was sure: I had defi nitely been bitten by the 
show-biz bug, and have enjoyed its mild infection 
all of my life.
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STAGE STRUCK 
By Penney Cosentino
I loved school, everything about it. When I 

entered kindergarten in the fall of 1943 Weedsport 
School’s modernization was still recent. We little 
kids attended half-days in a beautiful, bright room 
that was blessed with a large, colorful, circular de-
sign in the center of the warm, polished fl oor, an 
unused fi replace, a piano and long, low, golden 
wooden tables with matching small chairs. We hung 
our hats and coats, and stowed our nap rugs in a 
cloakroom, and beyond that was the gleaming white 
bathroom with everything child-sized. It was lovely 
and welcoming.

Standing on tiptoes by the room’s windows, 
we could see across an empty outdoor space into the 
windows of a short hall that led into the huge gym-
nasium. I had attended a few band concerts there 
with my mom. The music seemed to fi ll my chest 
with almost unbearable joy as it bounced from the 
high ceiling and tall walls. The audience sat in rows 
of folding chairs facing the high stage where the 
older students in their white sweaters and pants or 
skirts sat, playing their instruments. Mr. Rose, the 
conductor, directed them by waving and pointing 
his stick: it was almost like magic. I rarely could see 
past the people sitting in front of me, and the metal 
seats were sort of tricky and squeaky, but the beauti-
ful music was so loud and full all around us, it didn’t 
matter. I      couldn’t wait until I was old enough to 
be part of a concert or the marching band.

Once I went to a singing concert too. The 
high school kids stood up on the stage in their good 
clothes, smiling and singing. I realized then that ap-
plause lets you become part of the show. At home 
I found several places that worked as stages, and if 
alone, I sang loudly, danced and pretended I was on 
that big stage at school, accepting wild applause.

For most of the year I was an “afternoon bus 
kid” because I lived in the country. Daddy was the 
school bus mechanic and also one of the drivers. He 
would pick me up fi rst on his noon run and I would 
have the pick of the whole bus for a seat. The best 
place was the seat that went all of the way across the 
back. It was solid and hard as rock, but I could stand, 
braced in front of it, behind the last two rows, facing 
front, hang on and belt out “Three Little Fishies”, or 
“Marezie Doats” or “Pistol Packin’ Mama” to an in-
visible audience all of the way to Tom Short’s house 
on the corner of Turnpike and North Street. Tom 
had a good singing voice too so we might duet for a 
couple of minutes until fi nally Daddy would look in 
the rear view mirror and shout, “Penney! Sit down 
and be quiet, or I’ll make you sit up here!” I was a 
bad example and spoiled, but it was such fun.

And then, wonder of wonders, some of us kin-
dergarteners were chosen to be in a school-wide 
spring show. I don’t remember what we learned 
to sing, or what the show was about, but soon the 
heady excitement of show biz permanently infected 
my blood. We little kids were to be fl uffy, yellow 
chicks. Our mothers were given yards and yards of 
a gauzy material which had to be died a bright yel-
low, and then sewed into cute little suits that had 
rows of ruffl es over our arms and rears for the wings 

and tails. We rehearsed entering, singing our song, 
climbing up a stepladder, and jumping down, as-
sisted by a couple of grinning high school boys who 
were going to be singing farmers.

Just days before the night of the show my mom 
gave birth to my sister Martha (at Nana’s house 
where the fi rst fi ve of us were born). Unfortunately 
the baby was weeks early and Mother had a serious 
blood clot complication so she had to remain in bed. 
Our other grandparents were taking care of the rest 
of us at their house so no one in my immediate fam-
ily could attend the show. My Aunt Gerry agreed to 
take me and return me to Nana’s house later to stay 
overnight. It was very disappointing, but I’d be on-
stage only for a few moments after all, and I would 
tell Mommy all about it later and make her happy.

Aunt Gerry left me at the door of the kindergar-
ten room, which was crowded with costumed actors. 
Besides the other chicks, the older kids were there: 
farmers, pretty girls in colorful dresses, and boys 
in bow ties. They were taking turns getting make-
up on their faces! Miss Klumpp, a young lady who 
worked in the school offi ce, sat at one of our low 
tables with a fi shing tackle box full of tubes, pencils 
and jars in front of her. I stood close behind her right 
shoulder and watched as each teenager sat before 
her. I couldn’t believe how brightly pink she made 
their cheeks, their lips, and darkened their eyes, but 
the most curious thing of all was the red dot she 
placed at the inside corners of their eyes. When 
it was fi nally my turn for a pat or two of rouge, I 
asked about the red dot. She told me it made the ac-
tors’ eyes look bigger. Wow! The fascinating inside 
world of show business!

The play was well underway by the time we 
chicks were ushered, and shushed onto the hot, dark 
backstage. The wondrous mysteries of ropes, cur-
tains and openings hanging all around enveloped 
me. Peeking out across a corner of the bright stage I 
saw lights refl ecting off the eyeglasses of the audi-
ence in the dark gym. I heard the hum and bursts 
of laughter, the loud applause, and I could hardly 
breathe with the excitement of it all.

It was our turn! The line of us fl uttered on, 
singing with the farmers. We approached the lad-
der, a few chicks climbed up and fl ew off (the farm-
ers held them under their arms), then it was Butch’s 
turn and I was next. Butch climbed near the top of 
the stepladder – and stopped! He turned to come 
back down but I was right behind him. I shoved 
him in his tail feathers and he started to cry. Maybe 
he got scared when he saw the audience out in the 
dark. He wouldn’t move and I was huffi ng in frus-
tration, so the farmers came around the back and 
lifted him off. Finally I got to face the crowd. They 
were laughing and clapping. I loved hearing that ap-
plause (no matter who it was for!)

At the end of the evening Miss Klumpp packed 
up her tackle box. The other kids were hugged by 
family members and taken away. I waited. The gym-
nasium and stage lights were dark now. The hall 
lights went out. Still Aunt Gerry didn’t come for me. 
Miss Klumpp put on her coat. As she left she said 
she was sure Aunt Gerry would be right along. I was 
alone. No one was left. I waited by the door. Scared, 
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APRIL – National Kite 
Month

15: Soup Supper followed 
by ecumenical Stations of 
the Cross St. John’s Roman 
Catholic Church 5:30 PM

16: Clean Sweep – 
canal site clean-up in 
Montezuma 776-4656

18: OBHS Meeting – 
Guest speaker John 
Lamphere “Central New 
Yorkers in the Civil War 
7:30 PM; TOPS Chapter 
546 trip to Seneca Niagara 
Casino pick up at Arby’s in 
Weedsport, all invited call 
252-0015

19: National Alliance on 
Mental Illness family 
support group 6-7:30 
Auburn Memorial Hospital 
conference room 6-7:30 
PM 255-7443

23: Clean Sweep II – 
Montezuma canal site 
cleanup 255-1183

24: Easter Sunday

27: Administrative 
Professionals Day

30: Chicken BBQ 
Weedsport Methodist 
Church 12-4 PM; 

MAY is Mental Health Awareness 
Month

1: Cato Legion Breakfast 8-12; 
Book Signing “The Madness of 
Mary Lincoln” Cayuga Museum 
2-4 $5 pre sale at Downtown Books 
$10 at the door

2: Clark Heck Legion Post Meeting 
7:30 PM

5: Lion’s Club Business Meeting 6 
PM Weedsport HS cafeteria

7: Federated Church in Port Byron 
pancake breakfast 8-11; Countryside 
Church in Springlake Roast Beef 
Supper 4-?

10: 40 & 8 Legion Meeting 8 PM

12: Limerick Day

14: Federated Church in Port Byron 
Roast Beef Supper 4:30-?

16: OBHS Meeting/program – 
Guest speaker Linda Zach “Women 
in the Civil War” 7:30 PM

17: School Budget Votes

19: Lion’s Club Dinner Meeting – 
Senior Night

23: TOPS Chapter 546 trip to 
Seneca Niagara Casino pick up at 
Arby’s in Weedsport, all invited call 
252-0015

JUNE
2-4: Weedsport Fireman’s Field 
Days

4: Countryside Church in 
Springlake Roast Beef Supper 4-?

5: Cato Legion Breakfast 8-12

11: Port Byron Alumni Banquet 5:30 
PM

20: TOPS Chapter 546 trip to 
Seneca Niagara Casino pick 
up at Arby’s in Weedsport, all 

Research Hours:
Monday 9-12 PM
Tuesday 9-12 PM

other times by appointment
315-834-9342

Monday 3-8 PM
Tuesday 10-6 PM

Wednesday 3-8 PM
Thursday 10-2 PM

Friday 3-8 PM
Saturday 10-2 PM

315-776-5694

Weedsport
Library

Hours:
Monday - Thursday 

10-9 PM
Saturday 10-2 PM

www.fls.org/weedsport

315-834-6222

Research Hours:
Thursday 10-1

Friday 6-8
other times by appointment

315-776-4027

invited call 252-0015

Save the dates: Heritage Days in 
Port Byron – July 30; Community 
Festivities in Conquest – August 6

As we have all experienced over the 
last several weeks – many calendar 
items are weather sensitive – if 
you have ANY doubts, call ahead! 
If your organization would like to 
submit information for our calendar 
please email to llincoln@tds.net
subject line In Port calendar


